[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]

Environmental Education Vocabulary List

Video: Hoop Houses
High Tunnels: unheated, plastic-covered structures that provide a more controlled environment for growing food than outdoor conditions (also known as Hoop Houses).
Greenhouse Effect: the natural process of trapping the sun’s warmth. Hoop Houses do this by letting in UV rays and heat from the sun, and then trapping the heat inside. 
Passive Energy: using the sun’s energy directly for heating or cooling purposes.  
Video: Plant Nursery
Urban Farming: growing or producing food in a heavily populated area.
Germination: the process by which a seed begins to sprout and grow into a seedling. 
Day to Maturity: the time it takes for a plant to grow from seed to harvest.
Transplant: replanting a plant from one location to another (for example, moving plants from seeding trays into the ground). 
Video: Beekeeping & Pollinators
Pollination: the transfer of pollen to a plant to allow for reproduction.
Stamen: the male organ of a flower that produces pollen. 
Pistil: the female organ of a flower that receives pollen.
Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD): the mass disappearance of worker honeybees. 
Pollinator Decline: the reduction of pollinators in many ecosystems worldwide.
Biodiversity: the variety of life in an ecosystem. 
Monoculture Farming: the agricultural practice of growing a single crop at a time. 
Video: Composting (Overview), Hot Composting, Vermicomposting
Compost: decayed organic material used as a plant fertilizer.
Hot Composting: a method of composting in which microbial activity (microbes) break down food waste and organic matter.
Vermicomposting: a method of composting in which earthworms break down food waste and organic matter. 
Red Wiggler Earthworms: the type of earthworm that is used for vermicomposting. These worms stay towards the top of the compost pile, making it easy to harvest compost from the bottom of the pile. 
Decomposition: the process of rotting; decay.
Continuous Flow Through Unit (CFT): a vermicomposting bin system that allows food waste to be added to the top and compost to be harvested through the bottom. 
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